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interference with his plans for restoring to the
Church what she had lost, and, if France had not
interfered, it is probable that the triumph of Catho-
licism in Germany would have been complete. For
ten years, Ferdinand's career was one of almost un-
broken success. Frederick, the Elector Palatine,
the unlucky son-in-law of James I. of England, was
called to the throne of Bohemia by the Protestants,
whose privileges were disregarded. Not only was
he speedily defeated and driven from the country,
but his hereditary dominions were overrun by the
imperial armies, and he found himself a homeless
wanderer.

Success incited Ferdinand to new efforts. When
he mounted the throne, the majority of his subjects
in Austria, Bohemia, and Hungary were Protestant;
by a merciless persecution, he crushed out heresy in
all his hereditary possessions, and he now hoped for
much greater things. Protestant rulers in Germany
held vast possessions, that had once been the prop-
erty of the Church, and their title, as Ferdinand
believed, was based on a denial of God's rights. It
was true that this condition of things had long
existed, that the titles of these rulers had been
recognised by numerous treaties, and formed an
acknowledged part of the political system of Ger-
many. Such arguments were deemed of no weight
by the Jesuit advisers to whom Ferdinand listened.
" No agreement of man," they said, " could avail
against the rights of God, no statute of limitations
ran against the Almighty."

Accordingly, in 1629, Ferdinand issued the famouso be settled. If the Dukes sagacity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
